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PASGAL'S CONGEPT OF A HATRED AGAINST TRUTH
WHAT IS IT THAT MAY PRONAPT US T0 DOUBT BEYOND REASON PROPOSITIONS ABOUT
WHICH, AS RATIONAL NMINDS YWWE SHOULD BE CONUINGED OF THE TRUTH WWITH NEAR
GERTAINTY? WHAT IS IT CONVERSELY THAT MAY PRONIPT US 10 BE PERSUADED BY
PROPOSITIONS OUR UNDERSTANDING SHOULD CONVINGE US, BEYOND REASONABLE
DOUBT, OF THE FALSEHOOD? ARE SUGH TENDENGIES MERELY RELATIVE TO OCGASIONAL
CONTRADICTIONS BETWUEEN WHAT SHOULD CONUINGE OUR MIND AND WHAT MAY
PLEASE OR DISPLEASE OUR WILL, OR ARE THEY MORE STRUGTURALLY ROOTED WITHIN
THE VERY NATURE OF THE HUIIAN SELF? IN THIS PAPER, | FOLLOW THE THREAD OF
THESE GUESTIONS TO PROVIDE A GENESIS OF PASCAL'S GONGEPT OF A "MORTAL
HATRED" AGAINST CERTAIN TRUTHS IN THE PENSEES (SEE FR. $743 1978) FRON HIS
EARLIER WRITINGS ON THE ART OF PERSUASION. | THEN EXPLORE SONE IPLICATIONS
OF HIS REFLECTIONS ON THE SOURGE OF SUCH A HATRED IN THE HUNAAN SELF FOR HIS
SOGIAL AND POLITICAL THEORY.
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EMAIL PHiILOS@UCI.EDU FOR INQUIRIES




