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How could poetry be circulated in popular circles? Why would the less educated
populace want poetry in their everyday life? Based on a study of 336 samples of
inscribed stoneware found in North China, this talk reconstructs the diffusion of poetry
in quotidian practices between the 12th and the 14th century. Highlighting poetry’s
independence from the elite-dominated literary field, it shows that the poetic
decorations, the majority of which appear on pillows and drinking vessels, unite dream,
drunkenness, and stage as a tripartite space of anti-reality, which activated alternative
spheres of values through the objects.
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