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SIJIA YAO IS ASSISTANT PROFESSOR OF CHINESE LANGUAGE
AND CULTURE AT SOKA UNIVERSITY OF AMERICA. HER TALK
DRAWS FROM HER RECENTLY PUBLISHED BOOK COSMOPOLITAN
LOVE (UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN PRESS, 2023) IN WHICH SHE
EXAMINES THE WRITINGS OF D. H. LAWRENCE AND EILEEN CHANG.
RATHER THAN A SIMPLE COMPARISON BETWEEN EAST AND WEST, SHE
USES THE WORKS OF THE TWO WRITERS TO DEVELOP A CONCEPT OF COSMOPOLITANISM THAT
SHOWS HOW BOTH WROTE STORIES THAT ARE INFLUENCED BY—BUT SOMETIMES STAND IN
OPPOSITION TO—THEIR OWN CULTURES. OFFERING ALTERNATIVE UNDERSTANDINGS OF SOCIETIES
DEALING WITH MODERNISM AND CULTURAL GLOBALIZATION, THEIR STORIES DEAL WITH
EMOTIONAL PAIN CAUSED BY THE RESTRICTIONS OF LOCAL POLITICS AND ECONOMICS AND
ADDRESS COMMON THEMES OF DESIRE, LONGING AND UTOPIAN VISION.
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