
Nuestra América: 
Rethinking Fronteras in US History 

A Conference Honoring the Career of Vicki L. Ruiz 

Friday, February 20, 2015 
HG 1030; 9am to 6pm 

Department of 
Chicano/Latino Studies 

Open to the Public 
Questions? Contact UCI Dept of History at 949-824-5891 

Panelists: 
- Frank Barajas, CSU Channel Islands   - Maylei Blackwell, UCLA  -Margie Brown-Coronel, CSU Fullerton   
-Marisela R. Chávez, CSU Dominguez Hills  - Natalia Molina, UC San Diego - Annette Reed, CSU Sacramento   

- Ana Rosas, UC Irvine 

Film: “No Más Bebés Por Vida” (work in-progress) 
Virginia Espino, UCLA Libraries 

Keynote Speaker: 
Margaret Jacobs, University of Nebraska 



Nuestra América: 
Rethinking Fronteras in US History 
A Conference Honoring the Career of Vicki L. Ruiz 

February 20, 2015 
HG 1030 

Morning Session 
Afternoon Session 

9:00-9:30am
 

O
pening R

eception 

9:30-11:15am
 

C
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om
en, C

annery Lives: C
hicana H

istory C
om

es of A
ge 

 
 

M
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     Sharon Block: H
istory, U

C
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Panelists: 
 

 
     M
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hicano Studies, U
C
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     “M
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     M
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n-C
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istory, C
SU
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     “A

t the C
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im
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istory” 

 
 

     M
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hávez: C

hicano Studies, C
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     “Taking C

ontrol of the N
arratives: C

hicana O
ral H

istory  
 

 
     and its C

om
plexities” 

11:30-12:30pm
 

     Light Lunch Buffet 

2:15-4:15pm
 

From
 O

ut of the Shadow
s:  

 
 

Struggle and Self-D
eterm

ination in the Borderlands 

 
 

M
oderator:  

 
 

     A
nita C

asavantes Bradford: C
LS and H

istory, U
C

 Irvine 

 
 

Panelists: 
 

 
     Frank Barajas: C

hicano Studies, C
SU

 C
hannel Islands 

 
 

     “A
 M

exican A
m

erican w
ith M

oxie:  
 

 
     Rachel M

urguia W
ong’s Struggle to Defend School  

 
 

     Integration, 1968-1973” 

 
 

     N
atalia M

olina: H
istory and U

rban Studies, U
C

 San D
iego 

 
 

     “The Im
portance of Place and Place-M

akers in the Life  
 

 
     of a Los A

ngeles C
om

m
unity” 

 
 

     A
nnette R

eed: N
ative A

m
erican Studies, C
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ento  
 

 
     “H

onoring O
ur M
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     O

ur Legacy” 

 
 

     A
na R

osas: C
LS and H

istory; U
C
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     “‘D

ecididas:’ C
onfronting D

ecisive M
om

ents Together” 

4:30-6:00pm
 

Film
: “N

o M
ás Bebés Por V

ida” (w
ork in-progress) 

 
 

V
irginia Espino: U

C
LA

 Libraries 

 
 

V
iew

ing w
ill take place in H

G
 1070- M

cC
orm

ick Screening Room
 

 
 

Sum
m

ary: An investigation of the sterilization of M
exican- 

 
 

Am
erican W

om
en at Los Angeles County-USC M

edical Center during the 
 

 
1960s and 70s 

Keynote Address 
12:45-2:00pm

 
M

argaret Jacobs: H
istory, U

niversity of N
ebraska 

 
 

 A
 G

eneration Rem
oved: The Fostering and A

doption of  
 

 
 Indigenous C

hildren in the Postw
ar W

orld 
  

 
A

bstract: G
overnm

ent authorities in the post–W
orld W

ar II era rem
oved 

 
 

thousands of Am
erican Indian children from

 their fam
ilies and placed them

 in 
 

 
non-Indian foster or adoptive fam

ilies. By the late 1960s an estim
ated 25 to 

 
 

35 percent of Indian children had been separated from
 their fam

ilies. This 
 

 
w

as also a global phenom
enon; sim

ilar practices underm
ined Indigenous 

 
 

fam
ilies and their com

m
unities in Canada and Australia as w

ell.  
 

 
This presentation recounts both the traum

a and resilience of Indigenous 
 

 
w

om
en and fam

ilies as they struggled to reclaim
 the care of their children, 

 
 

leading to the Indian Child W
elfare Act in the United States and to national 

 
 

investigations, landm
ark apologies, and redress in Australia and Canada.  


