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This talk will examine how trans- health-based social movements have refashioned notions of
“risk” to enact major regulatory shifts in the public provision of trans- health care. It looks
ethnographically to activism in Buenos Aires and New York City that led to the passage of

Argentina’'s Gender |dentity Law and the repeal of New York State’s Medicaid exclusion prohibiting
reimbursement for gender-affirming care. Tracing transgender health’s focal shift from individual
pathology to structural inequity, this talk will describe how activists developed and used “empirical
biographies” to define racialized state abandonment as a fundamental health risk. These
community-based studies—which blended quantitative and narrative data—had a considerable
effect on trans- health politics in the United States and Argentina. Such a statistical turn, however,
has produced contradictory effects. At one level, it has obscured some of the differential conditions
of imperilment that trans- people experience. At another, it has directed attention to the markedly
racialized, sexualized, classed, and gendered forms of subjugation that materialize in transnational
landscapes of trans- health. In addition to providing insight into trans- health’s rapid
transformations, these findings also relate more generally to how population health and social
movements approach questions of state violence.



