
Sexuality and the Colonial Origins
of Modern Social Thought

MAY 5TH, 2021 | 12 PM TO 1 PM
RSVP by visiting http://bit.ly/IndianSexLifeThinkingWomen

Featuring Durba Mitra (Harvard University)
Moderated by Anjali Arondekar (UC Santa Cruz) 

UC IRVINE DEPARTMENT OF GENDER & SEXUALITY STUDIES 
THINKING WOMEN: NEW BOOKS 

Indian Sex Life:

Durba Mitra is Assistant Professor of Women, Gender, and Sexuality and Carol K. Pforzheimer
Assistant Professor at the Radcliffe Institute at Harvard University. Mitra works at the intersection of
feminist and queer studies. Mitra’s book, Indian Sex Life: Sexuality and the Colonial Origins of Modern Social
Thought (Princeton University Press, 2020), demonstrates how ideas of deviant female sexuality became
foundational to modern social thought. Her current book project explores the history of Third World
feminist theory and South-South solidarity movements. 

Anjali Arondekar is Associate Professor of Feminist Studies at the University of California, Santa
Cruz. Her research engages the poetics and politics of sexuality, colonialism and historiography, with
a focus on South Asia. She is the author of For the Record: On Sexuality and the Colonial Archive in India
(Duke University Press, 2009, Orient Blackswan, India, 2010), winner of the Alan Bray Memorial Book

Award for best book in lesbian, gay, or queer studies in literature and cultural studies, 
Modern Language Association (MLA), 2010. 
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