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Black comedy is always already a reflection and refraction of the changing Black 
American condition. Like identity itself, Black humor is simultaneously fluid 
and evolving, resilient and deeply rooted in a history that is still being written. 
As an excerpt of a larger work, I engage the acts of comics, who embrace 
varying degrees of socio-cultural specificity and/or racial critique, in relation to 
the politics of respectability, or as I like to say, “acting right,” in the 21st 
century and its intersection with the presidency of Barack Obama. In addition, 
there are ruminations on the clearly refutation of a Post Racial America in the 
waning months of the 44th president’s administration. If, as Martin Luther King 
Jr. stated, “Human salvation lies in the hands of the creatively maladjusted,” 
then Black comedy plays a vital strategic role in getting people to “stay woke” 
and vigilant in terms of confronting issues of anti-Black racism. Thus, Black 
laughter matters, in the seminar room, in the comedy club, and on the streets. 
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