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Our City became a Church: 
 The Spatial Politics of Religious 

Controversy in Roman Syria 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Featuring: 

Christine Shepardson  
Professor, University of Tennessee 
 
  

Christine Shepardson is the Lindsay Young Professor, 
Department of Religious Studies at The University of  
Tennessee. She studies the  History of Early Christiani-
ty, particularly the Mediterranean World in the period of 
late antiquity. She is the author of Controlling Contest-
ed Places: Late Antique Antioch and the Spatial Politics 
of Religious Controversy (Berkeley: University of Cali-
fornia, 2014) and of Anti-Judaism and Christian Ortho-
doxy:  Ephrem's Hymns in Fourth Century Syria 
(Washington, D.C, Catholic University of America 
Press, 2008). Her talk will highlight the ways in which 
early Christian leaders shaped their physical environ-
ment and thus the events that unfolded within these 
spaces.  
 
 

For Questions contact  
Michael Molinar 951-827-5393 

mmolinar@ucr.edu 
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