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As the first fultime faculty member hired in the then Program
of Womer® Studies in 1995and Chair of the Departmenbf
Womends St udi es,|anagnatifigd loeepost act 1
only on our continuing growth but the creativity and resilience
with which we have been able to change and adapt in
response to new challenges and opportunities. Certainthe
current global recession and its localized manifégtions in the
state, region, and at UCI give new resonance and urgency to
what it means to imagine, think, write, teach, learn, and act
within the charged frame ob dminist transnational timesé

The department has been fortified and energized by the
addition of two new faculty members. Prof. Lilith Mahmud
joined us in July 2008 after completing her PhD in
Anthropology at Harvard. Her dissertation examines the
dynamics of secrecy and selfultivation in Italian freemasonry.
Prof. Jeanne Scheper joined uis January 2009 after
completing a very successful tenure as the Director of
Research for the Palm Center, a public policy institute based
at UC Santa Barbara, where sheas also an affiliated scholar
in Feminist Studies. She received her PhD in Englisbrfr UC
Santa Barbara, and her research specializations are Tnans-
Atlantic Modernism, Performance Studies, anBleminist Visual
Culture. She is currently completing a book on the relationshig
of race, performance practices, migration, and mobility in the
early 20th century (18921940). Please be sure to read the
descriptions of their research in this newsletter.

With the addition of these two faculty, we are now able to fulfil
our longterm goal of being an autonomous department, with &
solid Core Faculf and an expanding group of Affiliated
Faculty. UCI has been fortunate in recruiting several feminist
scholars in other departments who have joined the Womén
Studies Affiliated Faculty this year: Prof. Christine Balance
(Asian American Studies), Prof. 8 Han (Criminology, Law,
and Society), Prof. Lyle Massey (Art History), Prof. Jessica
Milward (History), Prof. Ellen Oshansky (Nursing), and Prof.
Tiffany WilloughbyHerard (African American Studies).

Graduate students from across the campus continue to
contribute to the intellectual exchange and teaching mission
of Womer® Studies. This year, we had three impressively
diverse and rich presentations by Margaux Cowden, Emma
Heaney, and Yuka&anno on their dissertation projects as part
of the Graduate Femiist Emphasis worksn-progress Brown
Bag seminars. | am excited to announce that three recent
alumni from the WS 200A seminar have agreed to present
next year in the orgoing series: Kate HenneRall 2009), Emily

Troshynski Yinter 2010) and Lilly Irani Epring 2010). In her
capacity asGraduate Director, Prof. Kavita Philip had the great
idea of composing a Keywords roundtable with UCI graduate
students on the termaauthor.6 She will repeat this again in
Spring 2010 on another term that resonates with theselected
graduate students. The following dedicated graduate students
instructors were integral to the success of our lowelivision
50A, 50B, 50C courses: Tamara Beauchamp, Julie Cohen,
Muriam Davis, Kim Feig, Erin Huang, Kim Icreverzi, Jimmy
Renteria, ard Veronica Riglick.

As will be amply evident in reading the many individual essays il
this newsletter, the undergraduate majors and minorgn
Womers Studiesand minors in Queer Studiesontinue to
distinguish themselves as smart, thoughtful and engaged
students in our classrooms as wekls the on campus at large.
Our majors consistently are accorded Latin honors at graduatior
This year, Laura Wallace was selected as the nominee to
represent the entire School of Humanities for the prestigious
Aldrich Sclolarship. Thisfall quarter, we will host a roundtable
workshop comprised of alumni who will speak about their life
and work after graduation with a degree in Women's Studies.

We have much more to look forward to next year. We will be abl
to teach a fullrange of the new core advanced courses in our
100, 110, and 120 series, which we instituted a few years ago in
a major curriculum revision that was ably led by Prof. Kavita
Philip. This comindall, we will inaugurate a nevguarterly

Faculty Research Calljuia with a presentation by Affiliated
Faculty member, Prof. Jonathan Alexander. Prof. Jessica Milwal
will present her work in Winter 2010. These colloquia will
present opportunities to learn about the current research
projects of Core and Affiliated Fadty and willsurelygenerate
exciting interdisciplinary conversationsThe Keywords
Roundtables will al so cdafiandn:
odegradatwimend in the

In closing, | would like to thank many people. First, | would like t
thank the members of the final composition of the Steering
Committee: Nasrin Rahimieh, Mei Zhan, Susan Jarratt, and
especially Connie Samaras, who has been a steady and active
supporter of Womei® Studies for over a decade. All the Core
Faculty membersactivelycontributed to offering a diverse and
balanced curriculum, organizing and facilitating lectures and
roundtables, and creating new intellectual linkages with other
faculty and units on campusProf. Karen Kim and Prof. Beheroze
Shroff continue to teach thai fascinating and much in

demand courses Prof. Jenny Terry anBrof. Inderpal Grewal
have been so generous in allowing me to call them for
consultationand advice on both small and large matters of
chairing this pastyear. Dean Vicki Ruiz has also offedeme key
support and advice at severaimportant junctures. Bindya Baliga
has ably and amiably taken on so manasks: scheduler,

graphic designer, and communications director. Ladiut

certainly not least, Mary Underwood has been the most judiciou:
and effective manager that one could wish for. Simply, she is the
brilliant mastermind of the whole operation. Thank you each
and all.
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R e ¢c e n t E v e n t s

On October 8, 2008, the Department of Wo me n 6 s Women's Studies, the Department of Film and
Studies hosted a welcoming reception for Faculty, Media Studies, and the Humanities Center.
Affiliated Faculty, undergraduate Women 6 s St udi e s
students, and students enrolled in our Graduate On April 22,2009, as part of the Women:
Feminist Emphasis program. Graduate Research series, Emma Heaney, Ph.D.
candidate in Comparative Literature, presented a
On October 21, 2008, the Culture and Theory Ph.D. talk, "A Triumphant Plural: Barthes and Foucault
Program presented a talk by Jasbir Puar, Associate Alchemize the Trans Heroine."
Professor, Women's & Gender Studies and
Geography, Rutgers University, titled, "Prognosis On April 23, 2009, the Gassmann Electronic Music
Time: Towards a Geopolitics of Affect, Debility, And Series presented a discussion, fA De athGendgr wi t
Capacity." The talk was co-sponsored by the Discrimination in Classical Music," by Abbie Conant
Depart ment of Womeno6s St udi amWilarhGsbo@e This event Wwas co-sponsored
Global Peace and Conflict Studies, and by the by Womends Studies.

Humanities Center.
On May 13,2009, as part of the Wome

On October 22, 2008, the Transnational/ Graduate Research series, Yuka Kanno, Ph.D.

Transoceanic Networks group presented a talk by candidate in Visual Studies,pr es ent edhea t al k,
Vivienne Jabri, Professor of International Politics in Implicational Spectatorship: Hara Setsuko and The

the Department of War St udi QueerViualfFgniaton€ol | e ge,

London, titled, AiThe I ntimacy of War in Late Modern

I nt er nat i oThis kverPwak ¢otsporssredo On May 20, 2009, African American Studies

by the Department of Women's Studies and by The pr es e iihte &ev Dibcumentary--The Angela

Center for Global Peace and Conflict Studies. Davis Project: Mountains that take Wing:

Angela Davis, Yuri Kochiyama & The Urgency of
OnJanuary 28,2009, as part of the Wewrendrsis eveponwasedoby Women

Studies Graduate Research series, Margaux Studies.
Cowden, Ph.D. candidate in Comparative Literature,
presented a talk, "Minor Utopias: Jane Bowles and On May 21, 2009, the Department of English
Queer Modernist Hope." presented a talk by Patsy Yaeger, Henry Simmons
Frieze Collegiate Professor at the University of
On February 27, 2009, the Culture and Theory Michigan, titled, "The Trashman Cometh: America in
Ph.D. Program invited Ella Shohat, Professor in the an Age of Conspicuous Destruction." This event was
Departments of Art & Public Policy and Middle cosponsored by Womends Studie
Eastern & Islamic Studies at New York University, to
present a talk, "Culture Wars in Translation." This On May 27,2009, Womendés Studies hos
event was co-sponsored by the Department of Open House for undeclared majors.

Womenods Studies Wel comi ng Recept
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The Womends Studies Dep ar dfiequarterlymoorsitbldederiestorekeyivordsd ¢tontesteda r
terms with overlapping, sometimes catachrestic, meanings that recur in various and divergent contexts.

On November 11, 2009, the roundtable discussion focused on the term transparency. Panelists included
William Maurer (Anthropology, UCI) , Ar |l ene Kei zer (English, UCI),
and artist, Julia Meltzer, (Director of Clockshop, a non-profit organization in Los Angeles).

On March 3, 2009, five invited panelists elucidated the term author. The participants were graduate
students, Nina Becker (Studio Art, UCI), Marisa Cohn (Informatics, UCI) and Burcu Polat (Comparative
Literature, UCI). The discussant was Antoinette Lafarge (Studio Art, UCI) and the moderator was Kavita
Philip (Womends Studies, Uucl )

On May 20, 2009, the keywords discussion focused on the term public. The panelists were Christine
Balance (Asian American Studies, UCI), Dana Collins (Sociology, Cal State Fullerton), performance artist,
Raquel Gutierrez, and Johanna Blakley (Deputy Director, The Norman Lear Center, Annenberg School for
Communication, University of Southern California)
Studies, UCI).

Kudos to our GFEs!

Linh Himas aarticle, "Reproducing Time, Reproducing History: Love and Black
in Octavia Butk@rigred o f o r Afrlban AmericagRewew

Kathryn Hernaes received the Olympic Studies Centre Postgraduate Researct
Olymp@ommittés, archival research in Lausanne, Switeddlacidibadsertation
Research Improvement Grant (in Law and Social Science), Natioe#hSoyeaph!
research in New Zealand.

Kurt MacMilkas received I BRAECLS 2009 International Dissertation Research
by the Andrew W. Mellon.Foundation

Janet Nednmgs acceptael positiossistant Professor-adritQt#frican American
Literature witiinter CollBigsy York.
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Landscape as Transnational Spectatorship:
The Politics of Space in Chinese Cinemas

By Erin YuTien Huang

As | try to con ceptualize a project on Chinese cinemas as a dissertation topic, with materials

and texts from Hong Kong, Mainland China, and Taiwan, | come across the most basic but

complex question & What is the geopolitical terrain of Chinese cinemas? While some would
prefer the t-leamgw&Edhe nfeislems, 6 as negotiation o
the phrase takes a reductive approach to film studies, as linguistics suppresses the importance

of the visual. Although recent publications tend to employ descrip  tive terms such as the

transnational or the global, the oOtransnation
while the political -economic-cultural relationships among these regions remain unspecified and
invisible.

Af ter Mainl and Ch intdandpslicies werenofficiailydmplemeated in the late
1970s, communications among the three regions, especially between Mainland and Taiwan,
were highly intensified. While Taiwanese dire
open sea that separates Taiwan and Mainland are often interpreted as a gesture toward the
Taiwanese nativist movement, | wantto re -read the politics of landscapes against the grain of a
mode of geographic essentialism. Without rushing too quickly to the conclusion that lands cape
and nature are used to revitalize a sense of being native, my dissertation project considers

these spaces as new sites of transnational mobility. Considering a more radical example, Rey
Chow has argued in her book Primitive Passions thattheuseof Chi nads massi ve
(yellow earth, rural farmland, and ancient desert) in Chinese Fifth Generation films made in

the 1980s and early 1990s is a mani f est at-display
of itself, by primitivizing women, childr  en, and space. Although not explicitly stated, Chow
already suggests a possibility of reading landscape as a new mode of transnational mobility, as

it provides an interactive screen for a global spectatorship.

Whil e o0l andscapeo6 c abeghning farm critique of geataphip essentialisng f
the main focus of my research has been the relationship between bodies and spaces, with a
specific emphasis on experimentations of a relational approach to spatial dichotomies such as
subject/object, body/city, human/environment. For a transnational approach, the first step that

| want to take is to trace the bodies, objects, and sites in mobility, which are not recognizable in
the framework of national cinemas. These might include women, migrants, queer s, body parts,

rice cooker, songs, home, city and many mor e.
instantaneous configuration of positions. It implies an indication of stability. A space exists

when one takes into consideration vectors of directo n, vel oci ti es, and ti
omobilitydé as a central part of my met hbaivol og

certain bodies, objects, and sites destablize a clear sense of place, but also which ones are
conjured or suppressed in th at homogenizing and stabilizing process. Therefore, it is my hope to
politicize the current transnational Chinese cinemas, by first revisiting the traces of mobility

and contacts that became geographically essentialized.

Erin Yu-Tien Huang is a Ph.D. candidate, Department of Comparative Literature
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By Emma Heaney

From 1890 to 2009, the activities of political women and the intimacies ef non
heterosexuals have been the specters which society has repeatedly deemed a little tc
a little too soon. How does this temploaeticulation that posits the same social actors as
always the toaew sustain itself? This is the question that led me back to the texts of
Literary Modernism, the progeny of authors that suffered under the weight of the
responsibility to create the futi | found in these texts a surprisingly common figure tha
was surprisingly unnoted in the critical literature. From Joyce to Huxley, Eliot to
Hemingway, the Modernist Feminine Transsexual appears in different forms and with
different formal and thematieffects. The question of what this figure means for
Modernism, and the concept of the avgatde initiated my inquiry.

My di ssertation fAiThe Triumphant Pl u
Al l egoryo identi fi e-slentfieation askignifiogre thematic strairs
that run through many of the works of both minoritized and canonized literary moderni
| argue that this modernist trope is a major literary site of negotiation of gender and se
the early twentieth century, wehi occurs in response to the popular circulation of the no
of primary bisexuality and the spectacle of suffragettes smashing windows and otherw
demanding a political status that historically would define them as males in female bor
also positan analogue between Modernist formal innovations and the transsexual ther
The transsexual body- the body that plays the system of sexs the vehicle through
which these texts negotiate sexual difference; just as the playful signifier fréesd of t
obligation to signify and the disordered narrative free of realist constraint, produce a n
accurate rendering of modern linguistic meaning and historical reality.

My introductory chapter reads Blarcutnkeesd
Barbinto demonstrate how the transfeminine as-gtsicturalist example of nemeaning
replicates her psychoanal ytic &lgsdesmode
considers the eruption of transsexual identification in the everyman Bloom. | K,
Apol | ilessMamelled de Tirésiasi t h Loy 6 s uThe SabrediPodtitatel
which, focuses on the antagonism between a character called Futurism and the
her maphrodite Love. MYVhe Faeciaadl History ofdrichard | d
Greennowf ocuses on the novellabds staging
radi cal feminism, through the split co
fourth chapter e Kightwbodvweist hDjhuenra eBdairtrmerepdd
ARnThe Waste Land, 0 texts in which trans
with New Women. AposWar e pi | o g u éotne Bame des Ferighech 6 s
dramati zes a transsexual 6s Gadendf Edgnyhiclgisiae
transsexual 6s upright companionate hel

Emma Heaney is a Ph.D. candidate, Department of Comparative Literature

News that Stays News: N,

/
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progress by the Department of Feminist Studies and the Institute for Advanced Feminist
Research at UC Santa Cruz and at Ewha University in Seoul, Korea as part of the 2009
Ewha HK-BK Distinguished Scholars' Lecture Series. She was atsinvited to speak at the
International Conference on Poverty and Women's Labour in the Age of Globalization as
part of the 11th International Women's Film Festival in Seoul and the conference on
Feminisms and Intersectionalities at UC Riverside.She is enjoying teaching fiGender and
Popular Cultured this spring.

E Inderpal Grewal publisheda speci al book review forum,
i and Feminist Critigque, 0 on AHuman Rights
: Law into Local Justice , 0 by S admerigan Mrehropoypgist vol. 110 no.4, December

i 2008. She also published fAiThe Transnati on
: Appr oac hes, tamRand?Nbeschiebhteiiverhaltnisse, globale Ungleichheit und

i transnationale Handlungs ans 3t z e, eds. Hei ke Brabandt ,
: Zwingel, Wiesbaden: VS Verlag fir Sozialwissenschaften. Professor Grewal was a keynote
i speaker at the conference on Transnational Feminism, in the National Cheng Kung

: University, Taiwan, and at the Globalization and Cultural Borders: Critical Reexamination

i of Trans-Cultural Changes conference in Seoul, Korea. Her invited presentations include

i ifGender, Security and Culture: Feminist r
i Studies Institute, Geor gi a St ate University,; AMilitar
: i -  The Future of Femini st Politics, 0 at Co
E Studies, 0 at the Womenés Studies Seminar

Jennifer Terry  published an article, "Significant Injury: War, Medicine, and Empire in
Cl audi a6 sWomens Stydles Quarterlyspecial issue on Technologies, vol. 37, nos.
1 & 2 (Spring/Summer 2009). She participated in the workshop on Militarization of
Everyday Life a UC Berkeley, and the Digital Humanities workshop at UC San Diego.Her
invited lectures include "Viral Video," at the Series on Global Media in the Scripps College
Humanities Institute; "Objectum Sexuality," at the Rethinking Sex conference at the
University of Pennsylvania; and "Significant Injury ," at a symposium on Women in Conflict
Zones, UCLA.

Kavita Philip taught two new courses, a graduate "Readings in Science Technology and
Empire," and an undergraduate core class in Feminist Technoscience and Fitions. In
addition she enjoyed teaching biology and environmental ethics, in a course cross-listed
between Women's Studies and Public Health, as well as the introductory "Reproducing
and Resisting Inequalities."” She also conducted graduate Directed Readimgs in
Mathematical Critiques in Neo-classical Economics (in the context of the 2009 economic
crash), and Critical Theory/Technology (to explore new directions in technology research),
while serving administrative capacities as Director of the Critical Theory Institute and
Coordinator of the Graduate Feminist Emphasis.

Lara Deeb Lara Deeb was on leave from UCI and teaching at Scripps College during
2008-2 009 . During this time, she publLivedhed

continued on page 7
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Faculty News continued from page 6

Past 6: Hi Zobalist Namativéssin Tikaashational Political Contextd  Comtemporary
Studies in Society and History; 5 0 ( 2 ) ; AEmul ating and/ or Emt
Gendering of Tempor al Framewor ks and Ameaitam n

Ethnologist 36 ( 2) ; and fAPiety Politics and the R
the Journal of the Royal Anthropological Institute 15 (supplement 1). She also spoke at
Columbia University and San Diego State University, continued serving on various ediorial
boards, and received an ACLS Collaborative Research Fellowship for her project on Islamic
leisure in Lebanon with Mona Harb (American University of Beirut).
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: Jeanne Scheper recently became an Affiliated Faculty with Queer Studies and is enjoying
| teaching fiProducing Gender Transnationally and fiQueer Livesand Knowledgeso this spring.
: This winter, Professor Scheper returned to New York to conduct research at the Schomburg
I Center for Research in Black Culture and the New York Public Performing Arts Lbrary,

: where she had the opportunity to view new acquisitions and archival materials related to

: her book research on the relationship of race and performance practices to the politics of

| mobility and subjectivity in the early twentieth century. She recentl y published an article in
: Duke Journal of Gender Law and Policyl5.2 (2008), with co -authors from the Palm Center
: and the Williams Institute, which was an extended reply to a 2007 article by Elaine

| Donnelly in the same journal. Professor Scheper attended the 21st National Conference on
: LGBT Equality: Creating Change in Denver, CO and cdacilitated with Indra Lusero a

| workshoponmulti-i ssue or iintersectional organi zin
: and the Prison Industrial Complex: BuildingConv er sati ons f or Chang
: and timely, as participants made connections between gays in the military debates and

| public conversations about Proposition 8 and gay marriage in California. In the spring, she
: organized a roundtable discussionoft he k eyublwra fp
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Lilith Mahmud  has spent her first year at UCI working on her research, while also
becoming involved in different projects to strengthen local and transnational intellectual
collaborations. She has been revising her book manuscript, 7he Brotherhood of Freemason
Sisters and throughout the year she has given talks about her research in different venues,
such as the American Anthropological Association and the Ethnografeast IV meeting in the
Netherlands. In the fall, she was invited by the European Commission to join an advisory
board of anthropologists specializing in Europe, which makes recommendations for future
research directions and funding priorities. After that first meeting in Florence, Italy, she
continued her collaboration with the EU Commission Research Directorate General in
Brussels in the spring, by serving as an evaluator of their collaborative, medium scale
projects in the social sciences and humanities. Here in Southern California, Prof. Mahmud
joined Professors Laura Kang, Jeanne Scheper, and Jennifer Terry for the first meetings of a
new Consortium of Womenés Studies that wol
womeno6s and gender studies departments in
organized a roundtable discussionoft h e k e yransparencyi &
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Christine Balance, Assistant Professor of Asian American Studies

. AThe First National Asian Amer i can -autheea tevie) F e TheatreeJadrnalo ((May
2008):283 - 285.

. ANotorious Kin: Fili pilnnoa gAinmeersi cA/an dReew Cunanan, 0 speci al i ssu
Journal of Asian American Studies, Min Hyoung So ng, editor (Johns Hopkins University Press, March

2008):87 - 106.

Tom Boellstorff, Associate Professor of Anthropology

. Coming of Age in Second Life: An Anthropologist Explores the Virtually Human . (Princeton
University Press, 2008).
. ANuri 6s Testi mdmyS: iHl M/ndonesi a and BaAnmericékrEhwlogisd g e ,36(2):351 1 63.
. iMet hod and the Virtual: Anecdot eourn® of ¥iftual yvVprids Résedrcdhur e, 0 1(3).
Lucas Hilderbrand, Assistant Professor of Film & Media Studies
. Inherent Vice: Bootleg H istories of Videotape and Copyright (Duke University Press, 2009).
Victoria Johnson, Associate Professor of Film and Media Studies
. Professor Johnson has been granted the Katherine Singer Kovacs Book Award for 2009 by The Society
for Cinema and Media Studi esfor  Heartland TV: Prime Time Television and the Struggle for U.S.
Identity (New York: NYU Press, 2008).
. AHIi storicizing TV Networking: Broadcasting, CalMedalnduatiest t he (
History, Theory, and Method, Jennifer Holt and Alisa Perren, editors (Malden, MA: Wiley - Blackwell,
2009):57 - 68.
. AiRaci sm and Tel e vAfrcandmericansiamd Popular Culture, Todd Boyd, editor (Westport,
CT: Praeger, 2008):165 -184.

Laura Mitchell, Assistant Professor of History
. Belongings: Property, Fa mily and Identity in Colonial South Africa, An Exploration of Frontiers,
1725 - c¢.1830 . (Columbia University Press, 2009) also available on the web, open access:
www.gutenberg - e.org/mitchell

Rac h el olé)AsSistant Professor of History

. AWithin Slavery: Marking Property and Maki nRpweMEulture,and Col oni al
Violence in the Andes , Christine Huinefeldt and Misha Kokotovic, editors (Brighton: Sussex Academic
Press, 2009).

. ARel igion,tySocand Culture in the CoABtackivel Comganiantodlatin American
History , Thomas H. Holloway, editor (Oxford: Blackwell Publishing, 2008):162 1177.

Nasrin Rahimieh, Maseeh Chair and Director of the Dr. Samuel M. Jordan Center for Persian Studies and Culture

. Translation from Persian into English of the novel, The Virgin of Solitude , by Taghi Modarressi,
(Syracuse University Press, 2008).

. AfiHedayat s Transl ations of Kafka and t he L og$adeqHdedaydt:HiaWarkan Mc
and His W ondrous World , Homa Katouzian, editor (London:Routledge, 2008):124 - 135.

. AiDi vorce Seen through Women' drani@i Swudiena t i 42:1(R089):97 0 -112.

Brian Reynolds, Professor of Drama

. Transversal Subjects: From Montaigne to Deleuze after Derrida (Pa Igrave Macmillan, 2009)

. AWhen Pressurized Belongings Give Way to Fel i cPodtoQolsniaBMomenmi n ¢
Writers: New Perspectives, Sunita Sinha, editor (New Delhi, India: Atlantic Publishers, 2008).

. Alntroduction to The Tr yuampdh eRsr oosfp eHEiatCytiebted Works of Thomas
Middleton, Gary Taylor and John Lavagnino, editors (Oxford University Press, 2008).

. AFrom Homo Academicus to Poeta Publicus: Celebrity and Trans
Friar Bacon and Friar Bungay (c. 1589), 0 with HeWriing RobertrtGreene: New Essays on
England's First Professional Writer , Edward Gieskes and Kirk Melnikoff, editors (Hampshire, UK:

Ashgate Press, 2008).

Gabriele Schwab, Professor of Comparative Literature

. AMemory y so Keoll aborative piece wit Ken®nRedew JFall2008t i z,

. il maginary Homel and Secur itve piecswitld Sincon J. Orzb o r a in  America and the
Misshaping of a New World Order , Giles Gunn and Carl Gutierrez - Jones, editors (University of
California Press, 2009).

. ARemembering, 06 collaborative piece with Simon J. Ort-lingual fort
edition (English and German) with Reihe Stifterverband Pro Geisteswissenschaften, German

translation by Johanna Wais.Bi - lingual text submitted).


http://www.gutenberg-e.org/mitchell
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This Winter Quarter, | had the opportunity to return
to New York and continue my archival research on
African Ameiican women who performed on the
popular stage in the early part of the twentieth
century. This work is part of my current book
project, AMoving Perfor
relationship of race and performance practices to th
politics of mobility andsubjectivity. | examine how
subjects produce complexity within the limits of
historical spectacularization and commaodification of
the racialized body. One of the most important
collections for this research is the Schomburg Cente
for Research in Black Cuire. As part of the New
York Public Library system, it houses collections
divided by media: photo and prints, artifacts, films,
manuscripts and rare books and specializing in
African American, Black diasporic, and African
histories and culture. Importaptithe Center sits at
the subway entrance at 3Street and Malcolm X
Boulevard in Harlem, and in addition to serving as 4
public library branch, is also a community center,
gallery, and research center. High school students,
families, curators, indepeadt scholars, and
academics alike use the collections. People come tq
study art of the Works Progress Administration
(WPA), African artifacts such as Nigerian carved
bowls, political posters, sheet music from the 1900s
and to research family histories.téxi | learn
something significant from conversations with other
people, researchers, and curators as | might from th

primary source documents. Which is a firm remindef

that not all knowledge can be digitized!

Archives are as much defined by absencdbas
contours of their holdings. Collections reveal the
social and political landscape of the institution and
of the collectors whose donations often become the
base of the collections. The utility of the archive is
also shaped by the interface with itslemmce. Who

is seen as the audience for the collections? As a

m aeristireg $n@ountdrulturdt forms) suthyazoeeer t h e
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NEW FACULTY Research

By Jeanne Scheper

researcher interested in ephemeral forms, such as
womenbés early twentieth

performance, and in communities absented or erased

from official records and canons, such asidn
American histories, or in identities seen as abject or

identities, the cultural politics of the archive
becomes a object of study itself.

One area of particular interest for me is thinking
throughthe politics of racialized spectacle by

looking at reception practices as they move between
stage and street, defining the consumption of
racialized and exoticized bodies of difference in the
public sphere. One of the women | am researching is
Aida OvertonWalker, who was an early innovator

of American art dance and a choreographer. Like her
husband George Walker and his theatrical partner,
Bert Williams, Overton Walker was engaged in
challenging these practices in her stage work and as
an activist througmewspaper editorials. One of the
ways that her words were preserved was through the
scrapbooks that people kept, some in order to
treasure performances they had seen, others to
preserve the history of Black culture and political
struggle.

Ididfindsomeof t he @At hingso |
the archive: evidence, documentation, material
histories that contribute to the project | am working
on and increase our understanding and appreciation
of the politics and production by women of color
performers who rgotiated this period (roughly
18901920) of transition on stage from forms of
blackface minstrelsy and racist performance and
reception practices to carving out the possibilities for
seriously pursuing their art and craft. As | look at
these materials, Il also trying to consider what
goes unrepresented in that material history.

cC e
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By Lilith

One of the key questions informing my

teaching and research agendas regards

formation of gendered, classed, and racialized contemporary European subjects.

1 Spring 2009

NEW FACULTY Research

I Engendering Fraternity: 1

ges and the Occidental Subject

Mahmud i

critically about the multiple axes of power th:?t
theconverge in the claims and aspirations of

subjectivitiesvithin the nationalist ideologies of n

liberal, secular societieghe global north. As an

My research is thus specificaligua the

anthropologist by training, | have positioned my 6 s i & mastly spdofessional, politically rightfif

field sité contemporary lItafiy as an entry point
to the field of critical studies of Europe.

My book
Freemason

ma re Bsotharhioqa t

of Si ster s,

the everyday life of an elite, ltalian esoter

organization that many still consider a sec
society: Freemasonry. Masonic Lodges w
started in the intellectual salons of the Europe

wing, uppemiddle class, highly educated,

fervently antfeminist, white, heterosexual

womerii who struggle to legitimize their presence
, in éh@ lodges, who conduct esoteric rituals to the
0 glorg of the rGrea Arbhiieot @frthe phivierse, anch |
¢ who form influential social networks of their own,
ret while remainingoverall invisible in popular «
ere depictions of the Masonic brotherhood. As @
an work of feminist anthropology, the book

Enlightenment as secret societies for elite men, confronts the practical rationalitefsupperclass

and they provided a safe haven for
constitution of humanist and

nineteenth centuries gave rise to new forms
sovereignty throughout most of Europespite

their ongoing philosophical allegiance to the
principles of liberty, fraternity, and equality,

Masonic lodges in contemporary Italy ha
maintained much of the elitism and secrecy
their origins. Unlike American lodges,
instance, Italian Masoriodges continue to draw

the womenos
nationalisit
philosophies that during the eighteenth and pol i t i c al

far

participati-on
feminist movement that enacts its social and
goal s under:" t
of Alongside their male counterparts, Freemason
women, aiming to better society through the
cultivaton of individuals, embark on a-léeg, -
hierarchical path that relies on esoteric rituals'to
ereshape the initiwatéd,
of discursively and politicallg community of .
6brothers.d It is preci
notion of fraternity, simultaneously universal and

their members from the upper classes of society, exclusionary,and a prerequisite opolitical

and their identity, location, and esoteric ritu
activities are shrouded in mystery and conspir

al subjectivity, that Freemasonry offers an exceIIFnt
acycase study to reflect upon contemporary

theories. Popular representations of Freemasonry Occidentalism and its immodest claims in the face

in Italy depict it as a secaostdte within the state,

governing the course of societal affairs by meanscritical reexamination of thé We sidt @s a

of political corruption, nepotism, and even +igh
wing terrorism. Women are often absent fro
such depictions, which by and

Freemasonry as a nefarious brotherhood of men. practicesand paradoxeshat keep itsgloba

I chose to focus on

this historically masculine organization to think

of widespreadstructural violece. Through a |

given geographic space, but as a site reprodtﬁfced
and imagined through the circulation of modern

large paint and liberal ideologigsjs possible tanalyzeéhe |

0 hegemony alvenxthie grounce nc es wi trhi

e

h

S



N AV _ pddied e 1 Spring 2009

After the Second Wave
By Katherine Ralson

| am Katherine Ralson, a third year transfer student from Santa Ana College. | have recently c!
my major from English to Women's Studdea change in my personal and professional direction i
which | could mt be more pleased. Although | am 50 years old, to call me a "returning student”
would be inaccurate. A student who never left, or a student who took the scenic route through
educational experience would be more to the mark. What is important ismédingit has taken me
to find this direction, but that | did eventually fin@ ibr find it once again, to be more precise.

| came of age during second wave feminism. | was in high school during the 1970s, when
passage of the Equal Rights Amendment thagprimary focus of the women's movement in this
country. Despite the disappointment | felt at its failure to be ratified by the necessary 38 states
1982, | remember the late 1970s as an exciting, hopeful time to be young and female. | have ¢
find out that my experience of the women's movement was the projected vision of a limited sut
women in the larger context of the wadldhat is, it was the vision of white, middi® upperclass,
heterosexual women. The women's studiggartmenat UQ, with its transnational emphasis, has
exposed me to a women's movement that has grown in its sophistication and inclusiveness,
addressing underlying issues of economics, race, and gender in a rigorous and innovative mar

| plan to pursue my Master bfbrary and Information Technology upon completion of my
Bachelor's degree. My choice of library as a career goal is due to my conviction that access to
information is vital to an informed citizenship. Equally important is an understanéihrayv
informaion is gathered, packaged, and distributed, the parties responsible for these processes
effects that control of information has on society in general and women in particular. It is vitally
important that the information to which people have acdess not originate from only a few limite:
sources with vested interests in maintaining the status quo. Librarians make it their business tc
aware of information at a highly engaged level. The marginalized position of women worldwide
best be addreed through generating and making use of accurate information.
Katherine Ralson is a junior, Womends Studies

Walking Through the Door
By Melinda Naliboff

| was sitting in my Queer Nightlife class listening to students talk about their adventures into a
fgueer public space. 0 Students from the |e
into the LGBT center on campus their first time. | was@astied at how they could be afraid of a
room that could bring them a community, a safe place, a shoulder to lean on, a friendly ear, an
escape on campus. | looked from face to face as they talked about their fear and nervous shuf
front of the daor the first time and | thought, how nice it is that | have never felt that fear. And thi
realized, | had.

My ALGBT centerodo was not a room but a |
afraid of the stereotypes that came with labeling dhasea feminist (which | assumed was just the
same as | abeling oneself as a Womenés Stud
that you hate men, that you think you are always being treated unequally or unfairly. Everythin
what yas wear to your politics comes under scrutiny and then can be explained away as trivial
because of the Womends Studies major. I f 1
college be just as bad (or even worse)?

So when | marked my major dovam my applications, | bubbled in Biological Scientes
the safer choice. My first quarter here |
with the material. Every single quarter si
how gender and sexuality intersect with religion, daily life, and even science. Those three hour
week keep me grounded and sane. So, one day | was faced with my own door. My own nervolt
shuffling in front of my ALGBTIi GeWbemendsDS8
scary to me the first time as any of those students walking into their LGBT Center. But, just like
them, once | got up the courage to walk through that door, to encounter the stereotypes head ¢
prove people wrong, | foundubthat the fear was a lot bigger than the reality.

I couldndét bWomamps et beii @y mi nor , Il e\
classes. It is something unique and quirky about myself, something not seen in many biology n
It is somethinghat makes me who | am. Now, when people ask what | am doing in school, | prc
proclaim both my concentrations. Because w
Melinda Naliboff is a senior, Biological Sciences; minorinWo men 6s St udi es
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A different (?) kind of knight in shining armor:

|
|
|
|
| c c .
. wearing the skin of a killer
|
|
|
: By Elani Nassif

1 Spring 2009

Everyone has been telling me for a while that | should read
Stephenie Meyerés Twilight
still havendét. But | did sit
to see the film.

The Twilight movie, released in 2008, was the first installment
of the book series, and caused a nationwide frenzy not just
amongst adolescent girls, but also amongst women of all ages
claiming that the love story central to the plot reminded them of
what it meant to be in love.

In the context of this idolization of the love relationship the
two protagonists Bella (human) and Edward (vampire) share, |
find the example parti cul a-oftthe-
mill knight in shining
in shining armor (or rather vampire-in-shining-skin) is uniquely
disturbing: putting aside the vampire imagery for starters, which
would make him a killer, Edward Cullen is a possessive maybe
past-borderline stalker. This immense sense of entitlement to
Bel | ads body, manifesting itsel
very physical actions, goes beyond portraying him as some sort of
endearing guardian and
owner. To make things worse, Bella reads this behavior as love.

Here are some places where the line between devotion and
obsession blurs:

a) Edward (breaks and)
sleeps, watching her for months without her
permission, standing at the edge of her bed
fobseobving
Edward follows Bella everywhere, such that every
time she is in trouble he rushes in to save her. He
explains this as his innate need to protect her.

He calls her his own personal brand of heroin,

saying that she is his life forever.

He makes decisions for Bella when he feels she is in

trouble, physically dictating what she does in those

situations. This is part of his entitlement as her self-

designated protector.

He physically ensures that no other potential suitors

approach her.

f)  He warns her multiple times that she should fear him
because he could kill her, supposedly because he is

b)

c)
d)

e)

a vampire who fAthirstso
cannot control his wurge
blurring the lines between eating, killing, and
fucking).

However, the buck does not stop here. Where this becomes
particularly alarming is when it is grounded in vampire/death

vam,
d

1

armor i

pomdclaimted o |

ent e|

imagery. The first juxtaposition that is extremely problematic is
that of Bella with the image of a terrified deer running (away
from something) through the woods. Clearly we have not
moved beyond feminizing prey and masculinizing predators,
thereby positioning women as the former and men as the latter.
This is where the second juxtaposition is even more troubling:
throughout the movie, a film-within-film sequence of Edward
killing Bella through vampirism interrupts the narrative as a
representation of their | ove.
her is so great that he would feed upon her. This kiss of death,
the consummation of the marriage and simultaneously the
consolidaton of the vampire kingds
makes Bella a permanent victim and eroticizes the entire act,
effectively injecting sadism
conception of love. Even worse, given the deer metaphors,
Bella is literally positioned as meat. Edward recognizes this,
calling himself the wolf who fell in love with the lamb. This
means that in the framework of the film, Edward must physically
guard Bella because she is literally open to attack from every
angle, even from him. Perhaps this is most readily perceived if
one only glances at Twilighto
Bella as she clings to him, her face partly eclipsed by his.

What emerges from this is highly polarized gender relations
in a very modern film, wherein love is dangerously (re)aligned,
or rather confused, with male control of the female body.
Edward is Bellabs guardian (r
succumbs to his power; he must do everything for her because
she cannot be allowed to do anything for herself, it would be far
too dangerous (naturally). What is also perhaps more disturbing
is the filmés conceptualizati
infused with eroticized hunting and killing (of women by men),
with the death of the female as the ultimate consummation of
that | ove. The nature of Bell
result and manifestation of this misogyny. What is consequently
mass-produced to the target audience of teenage females in
the US and abroad is a nostalgic return to chivalry that is
perhaps even more twisted than the original model. Here, male
domination and control masquerade as devotion in the context
of itrue 1l ove, 0 which is only
of the acts of loving and killing. A different kind of knight in
shini ng ar mor éor is he really?

He may not be wearing armor, but his skin still shimmers in
the sun i albeit supposedly like diamonds (but more like a
glitter lotion binge). Even so, the disguise is far too transparent.
As Edward says:
AThis is

tikee 0skin of a Kk

1 Elani Nassif is a senior, Women 6 s

S tand &acielsgy, minor in Queer Studies.
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By Alexis Kim

I didndét know | would be taking a
quarter. My schedule was so predictably typical o fan Earth &
Environmental Science major: Ocean Biogeochemistry, Physics, Linear
Algebra, and Honors Social Science Core. In fact, | had never taken a
Women's Studies class nor ever seriously intended to, but like any other
pleasant surprise, my journey in to Women's Studies began with an
unexpected detour. Due to an unfortunate turn of events, | had to drop a
class. In my search for its replacement, | stumbled upon a class entitled:
"Money, Sex, and Power." It was a title so scandalous and thought
provoking that | just could not pass it up. What the heck, | thought. I'll
give feminism a peek.

Without knowing what to expect, | waltzed into the class with an add card in my pocket. It
so happened that Karl Marx's The Critique of Capitalism was the day's topic  of discussion. This had
been especially exciting for me because | am a sustainability activist and co -lead the Students for
Sustainability club, a passionate group working to green UCI. Marx has long stayed on my reading
list as many of the main tenets of sustainability like over -consumption, communalism, industrial
degradation, and corporate greed h earken back to his concepts. Here | was on my first day, diving
into the thick of Marx's dissection of capitalism — the arch -nemesis of sustainability. | had to take
this class.

Bright eyed and bushy -tailed, | sent off an email begging for admittance, and by the grace of
Professor Lilith Mahmud | wiggled my way in. My vocabulary blew up to obese proportions as | ate
my way through a small forest of journal art icles. Each week, new terms like biopower,
intersectionality, performativity, bunda, and FGM illuminated my world. To my surprise, it became
apparent that feminism shared more with sustainability than | ever realized.

Initially, 1 thought feminism was an inherently flawed concept, since by promoting women's
rights, it alienated those whose support they needed most. How could a man sympathize with the
oppressed female if he was being accused of committing the crime? The fact that Women's Studies
class alwa ys seem to be disproportionately female only confirmed my opinion. | felt feminism was
inferior to sustainability in the activism world. Sustainability championed all — man and nature. In
my mind, sustainability fights to ensure all living things and their future generations can enjoy
equal access to natural resources. It is a movement that challenges unrestricted wanton
consumption that only the true minority — the privileged few  — can partake.

Dr . Mahmudds cl ass c¢cleared my mi ses.bquicky fearnedbthat of Wo men'
solidarity was in fact the main focus of many feminists like Joan W. Scott and bell hooks. Feminism
shares sustainabilityds desire to obliterate the minorit
Womeno6s St udi es dandstrengtheheal mg seistainability activism. | had been working to
right the imbalance of power without asking why it came about in the first place. Under the
excellent guidance of Dr. Ma h mud, I finally began to und
hegemony and Foucaultds analysis of power showed me how
Studies revealed how institutions of power perpetuate inequalities that my sustainability activism
strove to erase.

Alexis Kim is a sophomore, Earth & Environmental Science, minor in Humanities & Law
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Wo me nds Inmuniyiwasmuchemaller and
much more removed from the circulation of knowledge.

We here at UCI have so much knowledge at our

fingertips, so many volumes in our library, in the endless
databases made available to us. One need not go so far as
crossing dorder to suddenly be cut off, to realize
knowledge is a privilege, to realize that what should be

our right is only contingent. | assume my right to learn

like | assume | will be alive tomorrow. Being a university
student comes with the blind expectattbat the

institution we fought to access will open doors to us. So
what do you do when the will is there but there is no way?

While living in Finland, | began an autoethnographic
study of I ocal sex workers. I
By Elani Nassif quite know whee to take it. Professors in Finland seemed

to have no suggestions. Research on sex work there is still

The Womends Studies depart méelz?tpllelyepgw, a[nq]rgseal[pairs\yv 0,k F]}Ii?jex ygrkers
Tampere, Finland is quite small. In fact, the library are a _m:);t nlczr;]emstenft_. So [ brought a k(ljw't raw
consists of about three she (&R accf?r%t%ér%%}wgw%vyoi 'E%”Pgerﬂunity,

andintermsofteor et i c al devel opme an n "?;(\jtﬁe fa"’th ] gslb en sng;]aroun hing th
still a bit behind. Most of the books are imports, and ackwards a few times. | am glad more than anything that

many of the Finnish authors writing in English quote each I came back.

other, or the very same books on the course reading lists.

There arendt enougls semostdfe nt %J_;filiaing m ogllqlr Sﬁaécgqﬂﬁ’ q{a%vilng from_afevxr/] h
the courses are independent study. ifferent schools of thought, | seek to investigate how the

dual processesf inscribing whiteness onto Finnishness

| had only taken one Women o &nd&econselidaton of Rinpishness a%qinstm(aqasing
before | launched into this environment. Coming back to Immigration play out specifically in the ynamics of the

UCI was thus a strange experience. Most of the students strip club | studied. I_argue that the exoticization of

in the Womenos St udlready c o ur QOGN Spx workees s pagt pfia jarger dige of

knew each other. They also all knew the same authors, a race_cmzen/natlon, whergln citizentship is racialized and _
very different set than the ones | had been reading. | felt Wh_ ' tf espace T l's con SV\E ructed in
behind. Definitely for someone who was trying to obtain a project for mtgrnauona egitimacy as a \Western

degree in the subject, -real iairqp%@natbo'ﬁ'eés education was out
dated and limité was an unpleasant feeling.

Alas, now that | have finally found direction it is ironic

that my time here is ending. | am once again confronted

with the choice to stay or go. There is a space waiting for

me in the Womenés Studies mas
|l 6m afraid to go there again,
just like | had to fight for everythinglse there. But at the

same time, | know my research would benefit from it.

And i f 1 6édm complaining about

Thatdéds why this | ast year o 1SUpprﬂ§?r'1céJUIdad? betltj-:ta'nd’ be 8f&3§ B] f:optrébutlng
consuming my |ife, has beensoénﬁﬂ@ng‘of genuine privilege. It
easy to broaden your horizons here. There i®ng wait

for the treasured lone book to arrive from afar. Here there
are shelves upon shelves, and professors who have all
read and seen different things. This was something |
always took for granted until | went to a place where the

But | was also relieved, somewhat liberated. | felt
released from a sort of intellectual claustrophobia. Here,
there is no dearth of scholarship, and so few limits to
accessing it. Every which way | turn | am bombarded
with ideas that turn me upside down, my mind soars out
and away in every direction, the walls disappear.

I must say though, for someon
Studes at UCI with some reservations and is how ending

her stay with a passion for a field she never anticipated,

itds just so hard to go.

El ani Nassif i s a sandSooalogy, mimmreQuéesStuliesu di e s
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Wi t h a mi n o r i n Wo me n 0

By SanPatrick Doan

As graduation looms closer with every minute, | forget that
Wo me n 6 s S tofted migusderstaod. When | tell my parents
that | am minoring in it | usually get one of two possible
responses: 1) an awkward silence seasoned with stares or 2)
ARéwhy? Wha DT theslattear haa bn® occurred once thus
far. | was washing dishes and my mother asked me to explain myself. Being an Asian
American, closeted queer (to my mother, at least) male, it was difficult to articulate all of the
intricate t he overnaeasursd dbfour yedreiafrrnoend Pr of essor Ki moés
compelling |l ectures about di scursive alchemies
interdisciplinary analysis of embodiment through consumption, hegemony, and marketing
practices i it felt nearly impossible. | was half way through explaining hierarchies of power
when my mom interrupts with, Athatods it, youor ¢
the kitchen. Anot her i nst an c eworkdrs) and rayt best faendc h  wii
Carissa. Being the youngest two there, Carissa and | are bombarded with questions about
after-graduation plans. Carissa, a graduating fourth year at the University of Redlands in
Mathematics with a minor in Asian studies, is praised to all-mighty heaven i considering every
male co-worker has their PhDs in Physics and/or Chemistry. My turn comes around and | shy
away immediatelyi Al 6 m maj oring in Anthropologyéo and t
embarrassed nor ashamed of my minor in Women6s Studies and i f I cou
college all over again, it would be my major. However this specific lunch is a wake up call for
my future and what it means to be in this field.

Although being a self-identified gay man has afforded me a particular perspective when
looking at issues of oppression, exploitation, and so forth, | often wonder if my sex hinders or

aids my academic career in Womends Studies. It
as an undergraduate, | often worry about my standing and place in academia when 1 finally

submit my graduate applications T A Wi | | SFSU think 1 6dm just anoth
program? Will the University of Washington baffle at the things | want to research (gossip,

pornography)yoofTheoanknewi ng what I 61 | bebydoi nc¢
wanting to go into Womends Studies produces ul
been relying on this: every time | step i nto a

life in this unique aspect 1 the ranges of topics speak to me in this indescribable and incredible
way. | feel that Wo me n 6 s St taken, evisat | lara socialized to believe, seemingly trivial
issues (shopping and consumerism, productions of desire, body modifications) and centers
them under the lens of academia. So while my dad insists that | go into banking, for better or
wor se, Il want to make sure Womené6s Studies wil/|l

Sean-Patrick Doan is a senior, Anthropology; mi nor i n Wwmendés Studi
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Informed Thought and Action:
Womends Studies and a Br oadc

By Laura Wallace

Prior to taking any Womends Studies c
general idea of what it meant to be a feminist and to be academically and
politically involved in gender studies. From the start though, | knew it was
somet hing that interested me. | decl ared
freshman year while taking the introductory classes because | enjoyed the
classes and the department seemed like the right place for me to pursue my
studies. Not only are the staff and professors readily available, able to provide
interesting, practical and relevant discussion points, but they have also
encouraged a real sense of activism and involvement in me.

I n this, my exper i enesaeapartiment have beeVegeropemifgs They haved i
informed my political objectives, personal ideals and enhanced my commitment to education and
evaluating the world in a more inclusive, structur a
Studies classes, | understood what it meant to live in a sexist, patriarchal, racist society, among other
things. Coming from a very masculine-centered, conservative and unstable home, | had lived those
experiences with full understanding of the implications they had on my life and the lives of others.

However, | did not have the terminology to describe my situation. In this sense, the information
presented in this department has expanded my worldview and helped me pinpoint the daily
discrimination, exploitation and oppression that | see in the world.

Not only has the Womenbés Studies curriculum helg
understanding of the world, but it has also helped me acknowledge the pervasive and mystifying
arguments from students here on the UCI campus. Given my background, history and agreement with
the material presented in the Womends Studies ¢
angered on countless occasions by peoplebs over
the demographic of individuals attending UCI, perhaps this is not so shocking; however, even with the
sound education and evidence to back up the claims that have been made in the department, it is still
discouraging to know that some people willpassthrough t he Womends Studies dep
university without a significant shifting of the way they look at the world and the varying positions that
people hold within it and why.

| ass
tly

Nevertheless, | have not let these circumstances inhibit my interactions within our academic
setting. More than ever, these experiences have taught me the value of not just education, but tailored
education. My activities at UCI and in the community are centered on gender issues, race and class
issues, and at the moment, predominantly issues relating to sexual violence and domestic violence.
These issues are not isolated, but rather exhaustively interconnected. As such, | have used the
knowl edge | have gained from my time so f aateditn t he
into my everyday speech and activities in an effort to not only be ethical and uphold my social justice
values, but to also inform those around me in a more complete and comprehensive way.

Laura Wall ace is a senior, Womenbés Studies
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Un-equal Sciace:

By Haritha Devarajan

Somewhere along the ten weeks of my Gender Biology and
Environmental Ethics course, this biology student was enlightened on
the effects of Agenderedd science. Thr ol
that gendered science has led to more focus and research on male
orientated issues and neglected many female health problems. Two
areas of particular interest to me are the invasiveness of female
reproductive science and under-diagnosis of certain diseases in
females.

Until recently, | wanted to be a genetic counselor, hoping to
one day help infertile couples conceive healthy-babies. My recently
found knowledge has spurred me to take a closer look at advances in female reproductive procedures.
What | found was that although there have been great strides in the area of fertility treatments; the
majority of these treatments require women to undergo a complex mixture of major drugs and surgery.
Few of the short term complications from these procedures include: problems with overstimulated
ovaries, complications from surgery and higher chances of multiple conception/births. Little is known of
the long term hazards to the women's bodies. It seems science has been stalled in finding more efficient
and safer methods.

This ignorance of female safety can also be seen in‘the invasiveness of female contraceptive
options. Currently, the female contraceptives available, such as manipulation of hormones through pills,
and use of other interuterine methods, are far more invasive than males. Gendering of science has
prevented the evolution of new, safer and more efficient methods.

A second area of interest to me was the diagnosis of certain diseases. Stereotypical views of
symptoms lead to vast under-diagnosis of certain diseases in women. A few years ago, cardiovascular
disease, the #1 killer of women in America, went under-diagnosed-in women due to male oriented view of
symptoms. Difference in female physiology such as smaller heart and arteries result in different ways
heart attacks manifest itself in women versus men. The lack of research and data lead to ignorance of
many women's health needs.

Psychological iliness is also vastly ignored in women. Recently, it has been found that the
Afgenderi ngo ®g$yndhasne symptents has led to the failure of diagnosing in girls. Diagnosis of
Asperger's is currently being based on information of how boys present symptoms. However, the
symptoms manifest themselves differently in girls. This is an example of how once again the favoring of
science towards male symptoms has undermined the health of countless women.

Science has definitely come along way and improved the lives of man, but | believe there is a
difference in how much it has improved women's lives versus men's. While | originally believed that
science was an equalizer, I have now come to see how the
their health. 1 am hoping to apply my new knowledge into becoming a women's health advocate one day.

7
13

Haritha Devarajan is a senior, Biological Sciences






