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From the Chair

| am happy to report that we’ve enjoyed another lively and productive
year here in Women’s Studies at UCIL A year ago, the Academic
Senate at UCI approved, by an overwhelming majority, our proposal to
mature from the status of a program to become a full-fledged
department. This process had been in the works for nearly ten years, so
we were elated to hear senators and representatives of the graduate
assembly and other supportive groups speak out in our favor at the
very last Senate meeting of 2007. A contingent of Women’s Studies
faculty and graduate students let out a spontaneous round of applause
as we watched the vote tally climb in our favor. We adjourned, a few
of us ran to the grocery store for champagne and another celebrant was
generous enough to bring a dozen Sprinkles cupcakes to the Women’s
Studies office for an impromptu soiree. The Senate vote inspired us
this year as we conducted a national search for a new professor. We
were fortunate to have had a very strong pool of candidates from some
of the best universities in the world. We are happy to announce that
Dr. Lilith Mahmud, who just completed her Ph.D. in Anthropology at
Harvard, will be joining us in fall as a new member of the faculty.
Lilith’s scholarly focus is on the anthropology of Europe, Italy in
particular, with an emphasis on the anthropological study of elite
organizations and practices of secrecy and power. She brings expertise
in critical theories of race, gender, nationalism, kinship, and
ethnographic fieldwork. She will be teaching courses in these areas and
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revising her dissertation, “The Brotherhood of Stone Sisters: Engendering
Freemasonry in Italy,” for publication as a book.

This year we also had the great fortune to have hired Kate Shaughnessy, as
our Academic Coordinator. Kate came to us, having just received Highest
Honors for her bachelor’s degree in Philosophy and Feminist Studies from
UC Santa Cruz. Since she arrived in late summer, Kate has done a great deal
to enhance the building of our scholarly community, especially among
students, at UCI and beyond.

Every year we count on the pedagogical contributions of our own core
faculty and campus affiliates, as well as those of a talented group of
instructors who have enlivened our classrooms with new and challenging
ideas that are at the forefront of scholarship in gender and sexuality studies.
The extraordinarily gifted teacher, Dr. Karen Kim, Ph.D. in Literature from
UC Santa Cruz, once again filled classrooms with students inspired to
pursue further work in Women’s Studies. Dr. Behroze Shroff offered her
famously popular course on Babes in Bollywood, again to critical acclaim
among students. Our visiting instructors, Dr. Noelle Stout, Ph.D. in
Anthropology and Gender Studies from Harvard University, Dr. Karina
Eileraas, Ph.D. in Women’s Studies from UCLA, and Joe Bergeron, Ph.D.
candidate in Political Science at UCI, brought their particular areas of
expertise to undergraduate students interested in ethnographic film,
transnational feminist analysis, queer studies, post-colonial studies, and the
law. Over the year, we had a rich pool of graduate teaching assistants for our
large undergraduate lecture courses, including Yuka Kanno, Tamara
Beauchamp, Sharareh Frouzesh Bennett, Kim Icreverzi, Tracy
Satchjen, Donna Tong, Heather Murray, Jane Griffin, Jimmy Renteria,
Lin Hua, Jian Chen, Elaina Taylor, Emma Heaney, and Burcu Polat.
This year also marked the official beginning of UCI’s new Ph.D. program in
Culture and Theory, directed by Women’s Studies Professor Inderpal
Grewal. Women'’s Studies is closely linked to Culture and Theory, both
intellectually and institutionally, and we are excited to have the first cohort
of its outstanding students participating in some of our seminars and in our
colloquia. Welcome to Kimberly Feig, Muriam Davis, Veronica Riglick,
and Jimmy Renteria.

As | step down from my three-year term of chairing Women’s Studies, and
hand the chalice to our new chair, Dr. Laura Kang, | want to give a special
shout out to Mary Underwood, our department manager, and Bindya
Baliga, our administrative assistant, for all of the thousands of ways they
have made the operation of the department not only efficient but, frankly,
downright fun. I could not have wished for a better staff and | want to take
this quick moment to thank them publicly. | would also like to thank my
colleagues, Inderpal Grewal, Laura Kang, Lara Deeb, Kavita Philip,
Susan Jarratt, Nasrin Rahimieh, Connie Samaras, and Mei Zhan, for all
the many contributions they have made to Women’s Studies” lively
scholarly culture. Thanks also to the many graduate and undergraduate
students and affiliated faculty who have made it a source of pride to have
chaired this wonderful unit. Read more about their many contributions, and
those of our esteemed invited lecturers, in the pages that follow.

Jennifer Terry

Chair, Women’s Studies
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R e c e nt E vents ‘

On October 4, 2007, the Department of On February 20, 2008, the Department of

Womends Studies host ed a AsianlAmerican Stuglies hosted a screening of

reception for Faculty, Affiliated Faculty and the film "Never Perfect." This film "explored

students enrolled in our Graduate Feminist Asian eyelid surgery and the evolution of the

Emphasis program. Asian American feminine identity set amidst an
historical, sociological and racial/ethnic

On October 16, 2007, a pizza party was held to conte xt , 0 a nsponse@cby the

wel come the Womends St udiDemtmentdi®VogoeadsaSeéudi es
majors and minors.

On March 6, 2008, the Department of Women's
On October 17,2007, t he Women ds S $tudidd pesented a talk by Minoo Moallem,

Department sponsored a talk by Cindy I-Fen Professor of Gender and Women's Studies,
Cheng, Assistant Professor of History and University of California, Berkeley, entitled

Wo men 6 s S tUniversitg af Wiacbnsin- "Nation on the Move: A Digital Project." This
Madison, entittedi When t he Col d Waaventwasco-gdnsored by the Projectin the
Hot: Korean Americans and the Politics of Red Cultural and Historical Study of

Bai t DrnGheng is an alumna of our Transnational/Transoceanic Networks, and by
Graduate Feminist Emphasis program. the Samuel M. Jordan Center for Persian

Studies & Culture.
On November 29,2007, t he Womenos Studi_es
Department hosted a colloquium entitled r
fiMeasuring Life: Visuality}y , 0 by
Graduate Feminist Emphasis students. Heather
Murray presented "Monstrous Play in Negative
Spaces: lllegible Bodies and the Cultural ve
Construction of Biometric Technology,0Kurt
MacMillan presented "Governable Bodies:
Transnational Biotypology and the
Classification of Indigenous Peoples,"” and Tim
Seiber presented "HIV, Imaging Technology,
and Sub-Visibility: Molecular Citizenship in the

Age of Disease." Professor Jennifer Terry, Professor Minoo Mallem

Chair, Womenods Studies, w

On February 19, 2008, the Queer Graduate On March 13,2008,as part of t he
Caucus held a brown-bag discussion with Tom Studies Graduate Research series, Zahra
Boellstorff, Associate Professor of Ahmed, Ph.D. candidate in Political Science,
Anthropology, about his work on queer zines in presented a talk, "Moving Beyond the University
Indonesia and the intersection of anthropology Bubble: A Study of Service Learning Policy in

and queer studies. The event was titled "Zines the Los Angeles Region," and Katherine Mack,
and Zones of Desire: Rethinking Ph.D. candidate in Comparative Literature,
Interdisciplinarity and the Queer Subject,” and presented "Speech, Silence, and the Making of
was co-sponsored by the Department of Citizen-Subjects: The' Womeno6s Hear

Wo me nSfudies.
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South Africaods Trut h

Commission."

On April 8, 2008, the Department of Women's
Studies hosted a reading/discussion by
Stephanie Grant, Visiting Writer at the Franklin
Humanities Institute at Duke University, from
her new novel Map of Ireland.

On April 18 and 19, 2008, the Department of
Anthropology hosted a conference, "Gender,
Connectivity and Change in the Gulf Arab
States." This event was co-sponsored by the
Transnational/Transoceanic Networks group
and by the Department of
On April 23,2008, as part of t
Studies Graduate Research series, Janet

Neary, PhD candidate in English, presented a

t a | Rewritin Embodiment: Elizabeth Keckly's
Use of Sl ave Narrative

"

L-R PrfessorsPeter Morey, Amina Yagqin,
Sherene Razack and Huma Dar

On May 6, 2008, the Project in Cultural and
Historical Study of Transnational/Transoceanic
Networks presented a symposium, fRace,
Nation, Diaspora: Muslims in the New World
Order.0The panelists were Amina Yagin,
Lecturer in Postcolonial Studies and Urdu at the
School of Oriental and African Studies,
University of London; Peter Morey, Reader in

and

he

For m. o

LReeatur@ m thé $choal bfiSacial Science, N
Media and Cultural Studies at the University of
East London; Sherene Razack, Professor,
Sociology and Equity Studies in Education, The
Ontario Institute for Studies in Education,
University of Toronto; and Huma Dar, a Ph.D.
candidate in the Department of South & South
East Asian Studies, University of California,
Berkeley. This event was co-sponsored by the
Depart ment of

On May 8, 2008, the Transnational/
Transoceanic Networks group presented a talk
by Annelies Moors, ISIM chair at the University
of\midterda@, entitfell ACSVériBgSthe face:
visibility, surveillance and the public presence
oYlaMenEGrSpe.d0 Thi s ev-ent wal
sponsored by the Departments of Wo me n & s
Studies and Anthropology, and the Center for
Research on International and Global Studies.

On May 29, 2008, The Department of
Anthropology presented a talk by Dr. Liza
Debevec, the Institute for Anthropological and
Spatial Studies, Scientific Research Centre,
Slovene Academy of Sciences and Arts,
Ljubljana, Slovenia, entitled "Gender and
Muslim Identity in Urban Burkina Faso."
Women's Studies co-sponsored the event.

On June 3, 2008, the Transnational/
Transoceanic Networks group presented a

sy mp o s Fashion, Cansumer Cultures and
Muslim Diasporas,ofeaturing panelists Reina
Lewis, Artscom Centenary Professor of Fashion
Studies at the London College of Fashion,
University of the Arts, London; Emma Tarlo,
Lecturer in Anthropology at Goldsmiths,
University of London; and Mimi Thi Nguyen,
Assistant Professor of Gender and Women's
Studies and Asian American Studies at the
University of lllinois, Urbana-Champaign. This
event was co-sponsored by the Departments of
Wo me n 6 s 8nd Andhropokogy, the Center
for Law, Society and Culture, and the Center for
Research on International and Global Studies.

Womenods St

ud
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N Re- examining the Slave Narrative Form:
——\% Research in Progress

By Janet Neary

On April 23rd | had the pleasure of presenting work from my dissertation as part of the
Womenédés Studies Brown Bag |l unch series. The series
students at the end of the GF  E trajectory to publicly present work in progress, is an important
part of the mentorship the department has provided me during my time at UCI. The feedback |
received from faculty and students in attendance will inform and shape the project as it

develops .

My di ssertation, AFugitive Testi mony: Race, Repr
is an examination of the African American slave narrative form as it exists in both its original
nineteenth -century literary context as well as the late tw entieth -century visual art context in

which the form reappears. The use of slave narratives in contemporary art is a clear subtheme in
recent exhibitions exploring the volatile terrain of slavery, visuality, and historiography. In light
of arenewed intere st in the slave narrative at the end of the twentieth century, both
academically and culturally, my dissertation re -examines what constitutes the African American
slave narrative form and suggests an important link between the representational strategies o f
nineteenth -century literary slave narratives and late twentieth -centuryshhaee narr a
visual art . For my Brown Bag tal k, I presented wor
Embodi ment : Eli zabeth Kecklybds Use of the Slave Na
First published i n 18 6B8hindthéScenestor Thiny YeasalSlkve, Grd
Four Years in the White House  is a hybrid text 0 part slave narrative, part sentimental novel, and
part exposé. Unlike classic slave narratives, Keckly, an ex -slav e who became the personal tailor
to Mary Lincoln during the Lincoln presidency, moves quickly past the scene of the black body in
pain in order to concentrate on the materiality of the white body as it takes shape in her
vocation, dress -making. In so doing  Keckly reverses the position of racial figures within slave
narrative conventions, likening the white body to the fragility of the clothes upon it while her
own black body maintains an editorial distance within her narrative. Rather than a departure
from the classic slave narrative conventions, | read this reversal as part of a larger strategy of
resistance in which Keckly challenges the racial binaries which underpin slave narrative
construction and authentication.
Al t hough Keckl y 6 sittemdunng aperiod of opiinesm wmong African American
writers regarding the possibility of positive race relations in the newly re -united nation, the
moments she offers of earnest connection between blacks and whites are grounded by the
persistence of racial position and opposition she observes and encounters throughout her life. If

the classic slave narrative is rhetorically calibr
calibrated to reveal the ways a focus on abolition left damaging racial binari es intact. Behind the
Scenes emphasizes the continuity between slaveholding America and post -emancipation

Ameri ca: both are dependent wupon | abor which has b
Through her strategic use of the slave narrative form Ke ckly brings this contribution to the

surface.

Janet Neary is a Ph.[Randidate, Department oEnglish
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Spotlight on GFE Research

§ Measuring Life:  goiy ¥eiics

By Heather Murray

GFE students Kurt MacMillan, Heather Murray, and Tim Seiber Eevtioipatechird s
graduate student coé¢:l oiuswan,i teynwtand eBlo dy
Each presentation examined the problematic discursive intersection of visualizing technol
nor mative conceptions of dAlife, o0 as ingn
These discursive intersections were argued to have specific material implications on parti
whose physical mobility, psychological profile, and national identity have been governed t
technologies.

Kurt Mac Mi | | a ardable Bodies: Sransnatiomnal Biotypology &hd the
Classification of Indigenous Peoples, 0 ¢
Cueva Tamariz in order to distinguish Cu
cultures aimed at producing fAgovernabl e
Heat her Murrayds presentation, AMonstrolt
Construction of Bi oemecialfuhctionsloébioimeiric teahmphpgy,whic
promoted as able to read identity, but t
clear not the fixed nature of human bodies and identity, but rather their emerdema#ythroug
coded performance. Ti m Sei ber 6 sVisipilityeMoleaulg
Citizenship in the Age of Disease, 0 trac
through transformed visualizatidhe HIV molecule from the late 1980s through 2001. The |
effects of such visualization all owed fc
and manifested in a new form of biopolitical control dependent protheegogiaf a healthy boc
purged of foreign presence.

Professalennifer Terry introduced each speaker and followed up with observations
threads |l inking them, pointing out their
technbogi es, 0 which produce subjects and Kk
questioning the status of scientific knowledge in histories of visuality, the papers worked t
otherwise unproblematized modernist not®nslatienship between vision, evidence, and tru
MacMillan, Murray, and Seiber fielded questions from the audience, which ranged in topic
historical and cultural position of the scientist, modernist theories of embodied truthpEsoft
the logic of desire as it appears in the voyeuristic pleasures suggested by each presentati

After the Q&A, presenters and audience members mingled while snacking on the
drinks arranged by t heveWovarsatiohsstarfet thad evensg a
their continued reverberations in the work of the three presenters provide evidence for a ¢
colloquium, one of many to come.

Heather Murray is a R.D. candidateDepartment oVisual Studies
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Jennifer Terry, Chair, published an interactive multi-media project
called Killer Entertainments, available online through Vectors: A
Journal of Culture and Technology in a Dynamic Vernacular (Fall
2007). This year Professor Terry was invited to present lectures at
various institutions and events, including the Humanities Institute at
theEwha Womendés University of Seo
Womends Film Festival forum on W
tech; at a conference on Gender and Militarism at the University of
Pennsylvania; at a colloquium on digital humanities at UC Davis; and
at a conference on The Gender of Terror at UCLA.

Inderpal Grewal published a commentary, fAUnder st and
Communi tyd i n Culommwmicationdd udi es, 0
Critical/Cultural Studies, vol. 4, no. 3, pp. 332-225. A reprint of a
chapter from her book 7ransnational America (Duke, 2005) was
published as AAmitav Ghosh: Cosm
Transnat i oMaPostcolongl@ndthe Global, eds. Revathi
Krishnaswamy and John C. Hawley, University of Minnesota Press.

This year, Professor Grewal was invited to present lectures at
Womendés Studies, CSU Northridge;
conference, School of Oriental and African Studies, London; and at the
Gender and Militarism conference, University of Pennsylvania. She was
a keynote speaker at the University of Nebraska, and Trinity College in
Hartford, Connecticut. Always on the move, Professor Grewal finished
up the academic year giving presentations at the TransNations UCLA
Mellon conference; at the World Music and Cultural Diversity
conference in Rabat, Morocco; and at the Conference on Gender and
Terror at UCLA.

Laura Hyun Yi Kang published an essay entitled "Feminist Studies of
Asian American Literary/Cultural Studies," in the Fall 2007 issue of the
journal Feminist Studies. In November, she was invited to be a
keynote presenter for the International Conference on "Knowledge
Production and Challenges of Feminisms in the Glocal Era," to

HN‘

SM

continued on page 7
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Faculty News continued from page 6

commemorate the 30th anniversary of the Korean Women's Institute
(KWI) at Ewha University in Seoul, Korea. She also became a
Founding Member of the newly formed Asian Association of Women's
Studies.

Kavita Philip has a book (in press) entitled 7actical Biopolitics: Art,
Activism, and Technoscience, coedited with B. da Costa, Boston: MIT
Press, 2008. She has published
Pr act i @QVE Joarnal of Political Ecology, and @ What
Technol ogical Aut hor ?0 (Jounal Nenadast ¢
[Colombia]. This year, Professor Philip presented invited lectures at
the University of Wisconsin Holtz Center for Science and Technology
Studies; the National Institute of Advanced Studies in Bangalore,
India; UC Berkeley; and Stanford University. She also presented
papers in various scholarly venues, including the Society for Social
Studies of Science Annual Meeting in Montreal; the workshop on
Technology, Governance, Citizenship in Bangalore; and at iFutures:
Systems, Selves, Society at UCLA. In addition, she was conference
co-organizer for a workshop on Technology, Governance, Citizenship
at the Indian Institute of Management in Bangalore, and she is a
member of the Steering Committee of the Feminist Caucus of the
Society for Social Studies of Science.

Lara Deeb was invited to give a keynote lecture at the Engaging
Islam conference held at the University of Massachussetts, as well as
lectures at UCLA, the University of Michigan at Ann Arbor, and Reed
College. She also began a term as Book Review Co-editor for the
journal American Ethnologist (along with Steering Committee
member Mei Zhan), and received a Wenner-Gren Collaborative
Research Grant for a new project she is doing on Islamic leisure sites
and discourses of sexuality, with Mona Harb of the American
University of Beirut.




N>~V _pd JefUZVd 8 Spring 2008

One Year Reflection and a Thank You to
UCI 0s Womends Studi es

By Lauren Bloom

De

t has been almost one year since | had the honor of speaking to the
graduates from the School of Humanities. My Commencement address began
with the story of my familyds reaction to my deci si
Studies as my major. Their respons e, like most parents , was OWhat are you d
do with that degree?06 After living in the District of
can reassure al/|l by stating, O0OA great deal can be ac/(
as W me n @&teidies students, you possess a unique perspective on social, cultural,
and policy issues that other non - liberal - arts students simply cannot offer. As a
W me n &teidies major there is never the question of what am | going to do with my
degree, but rather what direction | should take my education since there
are endless opportunities (e.g. local, state, and federal government, non - profit).
My short time in the District of Columbia has shown me how very lucky | was to
experience such a dynamic group of prof es shepagmentn at h e
UCI. The quality of education and
variety of classes in the W menos
Studies Department is truly
remarkable. The level of engagement by
professors and students inspired and As aWo me iStiidies major there is nevehe
prepared me for my graduate work in . . .
public policy. | am able to raise question of what am | going to do with my
di scussions on how gender, class, and degree, but rather what directidrshouldtake
ethnicity play a role in crafting . .
effective policy. Proposing and my education since there arendless
resolving issues is such an important .
skill when sitting in courses with opportunities.
economists who analyze policy from a
market - based approach.
| want to personall y thank the Womends
Studies Department for leading the way in quality W6 me n &teidies courses. One of
the most fulfilling opportunities | was given at UCI was the ability to pursue
independent research. | would like to encourage current students to develop their
interest in gender and W me n @taidies by pursing research projects through the
Undergraduate Research Opportunities Program. The most important skills for
students are researching, writing, and publishing. | encourage anyone fancying the
idea of in terning in Washington D.C. to make the move as it is a most
intellectually stimulating opportunity. | want to foster a community of current and
past graduates of the Women&s Students department beq
from each other 0s experiences. If you have any questions please contact me at
blooml@gwu.edu.
Lauren Bloom is an MPP candidate at the Trachtenberg School of Public Policy and Public Administration,
The George Washington University. N N
\
\
]
/
/
~ 7’
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Saying Goodbye

By Neha Vora

Complaining seems o be something that we are supposed to do as grad students. I have graduate student
friends at other universities who are often disgruntled, angst-r i dden, or depressed. T
believe me when I tell them I have no real complaints. But I have truly been happy at UC Irvine. In particular,
t he Wo me n o s ep8rtment has beerln real home to me. Soon, I will be graduating and starting an
Assistant Professor position at Texas A&M University in the fall. I am both excited o move on, taking with
me the intellectual and pedagogical skills I have gained here, and nervous about leaving the collegial, exciting,
and fun comfort of this community I have been part of for the last six years.

I recently plannedaconf er ence here at UC I rvine, parti dépbrymerstp o
on gender in the Gulf Arab States. This conference felt like a final milestone before I graduate and start my
new position, and it highlighted for me just how much of a supportive and collegial community I have had the
privilege to be a part of for the | ast six years. Thi
of their time and helped with securing funding, and the people that I brought in from other universities told
me that our academic atmosphere was both intellectually invigorating and surprisingly supportive. I wanted to
take a | ittle space here to thank Womends Studies, wl
in a fimely manner and getting out on the job market successfully (and staying relatively sane in the process).

My di ssertation, oOParticipatory Exclusion: The Emira
Cl ass, 6 expl odcless Intiansvn Dabadbdiih etake citizen-like claims to the emirate and disavow
belonging in ways that uphold forms of exclusion. While structural inequality is often thought to be the

result of state-sanctioned exploitation of migrants, I argue that it is actually maintained through the
convergence of expatriate, academic, and governmental conceptual vocabularies, which all consider economy,
culture, and nation as distinct bounded domains to which only certain populations have access. My
transnational feminist studies background has been particularly useful in helping me to question some of the
naturalized epistemological boundaries within Anthropology and other disciplines.

My Womends Studies training was al so fiwerkingasusrA énd learmng
how to explain complicated concepts to undergrads in ways they could engage with made it much easier to
explain my research and its theoretical underpinnings to interdisciplinary search committees. The invaluable
feedback and support I have received from Womend s St udi es f ac uliwntingireacdmnemdatiore
letters, reading chapter drafts, and even chatting over dinnerfi is something I will forever cherish and be
grateful for. | have no idea whatds in st or e, beitdknowmey
relationship with this wonderful department is far from over.

Neha Vora is a Ph.D. candidate, Departmenfnthropology
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I Analyzing Neoliberalism: How Ideology and Law Place the Blame :
[ for Social Inequality onto Individual Subjects I
U HIEEE—— |
By Heather Bridges
g My project will analyze the legal and social rhetoric

Undergraduate Research

working on a

research project
through UROP under
the guidance of
Professor Terry. This
project is particularly
significant to me
because it represents
the culmination of my
experiences as an undergraduate student at UCI. My
research focus was inspired by the diverse on-
campus experiences I’ve had over the past five
years. These experiences include the leadership
positions I’ve held within student housing and my
involvements with the Cross Cultural Center. The
Women’s Studies courses I have taken
fundamentally shaped the knowledge and interests
I’ve developed as an undergraduate and provided me
with the tools to pursue a senior research project.
My project is entitled: “Neoliberalism and the
Paradox of Equality: How Dominant
Representations of Dependency Construct
Contemptible Subjects.” In my project I’m interested
in the ways that current frameworks of neoliberal
thought in the United States ignore the history and
consequences of power hierarchies structured by
race, gender, and class differences. Neoliberal
ideology operates by appealing to founding
American ideals of individualism, meritocracy, and
universal “equality” under the law, as if all people
have the same relationship to the structures of
power, regardless of their race, socioeconomic class,
or gender. Contemporary policies such as “The
Personal Responsibility Act and Work
Reconciliation Act of 1996 and California’s
Proposition 209 are two pieces of legislation that
remain central to the drive of the neoliberal state
towards increasing economic and social
privatization.

. I am currently

around welfare reform and the repeal of affirmative
action policy in California, focusing on the key
structural and discursive shifts that increasingly
place the blame of systemic inequalities onto
individual subjects. The institutionalization of
punitive legislation directed towards disenfranchised
subjects depends on the construction of such
subjects as “contemptible.” The targets of social
contempt are racialized, gendered, and classed
subjects that constitute the focal point of the rhetoric
of race and class-based policies. The larger social
credence that emerges through increasing political
and social conservatism is the valorization of
"independence" and the disdain for "dependency,"
particularly directed towards subjects who receive
practical or imagined forms of state assistance.
While legislation represents a significant site of
systemic power, the production and circulation of
the “common sense” language of neoliberalism
serves to institutionalize modes of social contempt
and maintain conditions of state embedded
inequality.

My goal is to demonstrate the ways that dominant
forms of liberal thought, such as “equality,”
individual responsibility, and meritocracy, foster
social contempt as a method of looking down state
hierarchies at disenfranchised subjects. This mode
of viewing subjects through the lens of contempt
leads to the displacement of responsibility for social
inequality onto subordinated subjects themselves. |
intend to show the ways that this displacement
depends on the construction of subjects through
existing racialized and gendered meanings of
dependency. The aim of my paper and UROP
presentation is to reveal and denaturalize mainstream
U.S. definitions of equality by deconstructing the
“common sense” language privileged subjects use to
deny the prevailing power of racism, sexism, and
capitalist exploitation.

Heather Bridges is a senior, Wo men6s Studi es
_— n —_— n _— n —_— n _— n —_— n _— n —_— n _— n —_— n _— n —_— n _— n —_— n _—— n —_— n _— n
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Getting

Our

Green On

By Kate Shaughnessy

little obsessed with ha

my role as a consumer of
food ties me into a system
where the environment

and | interact, and how my
stance as a feminist
necessitates that | tak
stock of this role and take
responsibility for it.
Feminism starts with the
understanding that one is
complicit in multiple
systems that play off each
other. Furthermore, it
demands not just knowing
that one is written into these systems, but also that next
step & taking responsibility for the place one occupies in
each of those systems.

While we have beercarefully conditioned to forget that
something like our food comes from and goes
somewhere, the fact remains that food must be grown,
transported, purchased, consumed, and there must be
waste. Whether | like it or not, | am part of this system,
especiallysince | must eat. | continually remake my place
in the system through my choices (fast food? eating
meat?), but the choices available to me are constructed
by others along this system (where does the food |
throw away go?) . As
of a massive system with millions of parts that structure
what we are able to eat and how much waste we
produce, but the system and its participants are always
pushing each other.

And | dve decided | need
system. After lookig carefully at one way | relate to the
environmentd in this case, through consumptid@nl
turn back now and ignore the fact that what, where,
when, and how | choose to eat, and then where my
waste goes, contribute to this system. Right now, this
system is inherently flawed consumers are carefully
made separate from this system by the means of
production, and similarly unaware that their food waéte

Kate Shaughnessy, Academic Coordinator, Wo menods

Studi es

back on the system requires becomingvaae of the
system, and then stepping up to the plate.

As a consumer, in all of its meanings, here are some
steps we can all take to become more responsible:

A Work on buying less processed foodso wh ol e 6

foods like fruits, vegetables, and grains mean less
packaging and a closer link to the producer, minimizing
both waste and transportation costs.

A Once youbre taking
processed foods, frequent
for a communitysupported agriculture (CSA) program.
Buying rawmaterials directly from farmers will give you
access to local, seasonal, organic produce. Benefits
include preserving soil health, less impact from
transportation and therefore fuel consumption, and more
money directly to the farmer. Check out
http://www.localharvest.orgf o r | ocal
and community agriculture programs.

A Recycle! Although buying less processed food will
mean | ess packaging,
cut it out entirely. Cardlmard, plastics, aluminum, and
glass can all be recycled. Food is also recyclable.
Composting is a great way to cut down on food waste
that goes into a landfill (landfills are frequently too tightly
packed for decomposition), plus it has the added benefit
of giving you rich fertilizer for your garden. Speaking of
gardening:

@att er s Aa Grdw your ovenUood Mies,is oneeod thee biggest

steps a consumer can take towards really being
responsible for the food they eat. Minimal transportation
costs, organic seasonal producedandirect connection

to the means of production.

t 0 When puBh cdmesctdk shobea wecthave to eath The fo

systems we are part of cannot continue as they are

c a n 0 tcurrently set up. Although food corporations are going

to have to be held accountable for their busése
practices, theydre going t
consuming. Part of the change has to be a decision to
commit to being a responsible consumer, and this can
start by making careful decisions when we eat.
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with degrees in Feminist Studies and Philosophy. Feel free to contact her at skm@uci.edu.
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By Jessica Newman

| first noticed the face-off between Anteaters for interestingly, | discovered that certain big-wigs in
Israel and the Muslim Student Union in Soring 2006 campus politics had actually tried to block President
when the MSU put up a miniature replica of the wall Carter from coming to avoid any controversy on
dividing Israel and Palestine, complete with audio- campus. Luckily their attemptsfailed, but it certainly
visual installments and informational placards. Last speaks to the insecurity surrounding the politics of
year they put up the same wall, but something was IsraeHPalestine. Why not encourage intellectual
different. Last year, a lot more students knew what it consideration of the issue in the hopes that just once
was all about. the arguments might not deteriorate into racial and

religious slurs?
As president of the Model

United Nations (MUN) at For me, outwhatsideefss ab
UCI, | had become well the issue you fall on, and more

aware of issues like thisFor about the common decency and

this reason, | was ecstatic respect that would go into a true

when | heard that Jimmy debat e. Even sincle Car
Carter would be speaking at and MSU have continued their

UC Berkeley about his latest mutual disregard, staging

book, Palestine Peace Not concurrent demonstrations with a

Apartherd. | hoped that the marked lack of interaction between

Model U.N. might be able to the two groups. It now seems like

persuade him to come down theydre simply igmnorir
and visit our campus as an Wo me Bufdies senior, Jessica Newman, | another. In many ways, | felt let

extension of his West Coast Former President, Jimmy Carter, and Catherin(  qo\wn by my fellow students. Many

Corrigan-Brown, graduatdellow at the Center

for the Study of Demo people feel very strongly about the

tour to help r aise awareness

about international issueson at UC issue but not as a result of any
our campus. personal inquiry; rather, they
subscribe to racial, religious and
During a speech he made on May 3, 2007, Carter historical biases without much thought. This is not in
criticized the marked lack of debate in the United the spirit of the university, nor does it afford any kind
Statesover the IsraelPalestine issue. At the time, | of intelligent discussion about the issues. | was
thought that he might think differently if he had a saddened to realize that our campus, too, is guilty of
sense of what has occurred on our campus. a conspicuous lack of true debate.
However, after seeing some of the subsequent
student reactions in the New University, UCI6 s When he first came into office, Carter had all the
student paper, | began to realize that there really makings of a gun-slinging, Bible-pounding, pro -Israel
was no debate. We have two sides with their president. | think it speaks to the value of inquiry that
mouths open and th eir ears shut. The student he could inform his perspective so seamlessly after
quotes for articles in the LA Times and the OC hands-on involvement in the area and consideration
Register sounded like kids whining rather than of the issues. If we listened to each other and
educated adults. | was especially tickled by the thought for ourselves we might escape thinking in
thought that any student on campus felt entitled to binaries and instead begin to realize that there are
debate the presidentfi operating und er the other colors to choose from besides black and white.

assumption that they would win, of course. Most

Jessica Newman is a senior, Wo m 8tadées.
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Ten Months of Culture and Theory

by Jimmy Renteria

As Spring of 2008 draws to a close, with it ends the first year of UC Irvine's new interdisciplinary
venture in the Humanities, the Program in Culture and Theory. It is difficult to believe that the year is
already behind us, but harder still to realize that the tight-knit community of professors and peers that
we have established was formed in such a short time. Surviving the crucible of three-hour seminars
with only four students may well have something to do with that bonding, but no doubt it was also
furthered by barbecues in Long Beach, dinners at Professor Grewal's home, and the occasional spilt
tray of ice water.

Of course close as we are Culture and Theory is not a self-contained entity - the first cohort (Muriam
Davis, Kimberly Feig, Veronica Riglick and myself) has taken courses in departments as varied as
Political Science, Spanish and Portuguese, Visual Studies, History, Comparative Literature, Critical
Theory and Women's Studies. As an interdisciplinary program we thrive on this kind of flexibility, and
the cohort would like to extend its deep thanks to the professors and graduate students in those and
other Culture and Theory-affiliated departments who welcome us into their classrooms.

On the subject of welcoming, we are delighted to have hired our own departmental administrator, the
uncannily competent Francine Jefferey, who does a fantastic job keeping us informed of events and
funding, and proves that efficiency needn't be cold. We welcome, also, a new cohort arriving on
campus in Fall. Kara Barnes, Jen Kosakowski, Diren Valayden and Mark Villegas are joining us and
we are excited to work, learn and teach with them. We are also in the process of planning an event,
and though details haven't been finalized as of press time, we encourage all interested parties to watch
our program's website for an announcement regarding the first Culture and Theory-sponsored speaker
in the 2008-2009 academic year.

Finally, but certainly not last, many thanks are in order to all those who have helped Culture and Theory
and its cohort as we take our baby steps. Many professors have worked many years advocating for the
creation of our program (as the frequent exchange "What department are you in?" "Culture and Theory"
"Oh, that's started now?" has revealed) and so our first order of thanks is due to them. We are also
deeply grateful to Professor Grewal for her generosity in inviting us to dinners, her hard work as
Program Director and her unflagging support. Speaking of unflagging support, thanks are due as well
to the administrators of Women's Studies, Bindya Baliga and Mary Underwood, who filled in prior to
Francine's arrival and continue to support Culture and Theory (by, for example, asking us to contribute
an article to the Women's Studies newsletter). Any list of thanks will inevitably omit someone to whom
thanks are due, and for that we apologize and offer only the caveat that any undertaking as significant
as launching a new graduate program will involve far more people than can easily be kept track of.
Hopefully, as Culture and Theory grows as a program, we will have the opportunity to fix our oversight
and thank you in person.

Jimmy Renteria is a Ph.D. candidate, Culture and Theory Program.
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Undergraduate Awards:

Samantha Tenorio, Wo me n dudies,3istory, has received the School of
Humanities Undergraduate A wardi n Womends Studies.

Jennifer Yanni, International Studies, History, has received the Renee Riese
Hubert Undergraduate prize for her paper, "l am an Egyptian Woman: Asserting
Egyptian Identity through Blogs."

Graduate Awards:

Maya Weimer, Studio Art, has received the Renee Riese Hubert Graduate prize
for her paper, "Untitled (S.H., K.H., H.S.)."

(@

Graduating Seniors

Motunrayo Dideolu ARinmurele

Heather Bridges

Alice Yi-Chun Keh

Jane Mi Sook Park,
Jennifer Pinera

Keri Scott
Ashley Marie Shapiro

Jazette Smillie

Graduate Feminist Emphasis Ce

Tara Hardinge
Heather Murray
Victoria Wilson

We want to hear from you! If you are Women'’s Studies, UCI student/alumna, you can
contribute an article or send us news of your awards, publications, career achievements or
any other information that may be of interest to our readers and to the Women’s Studies
Department. Write to Women’s Studies, 1461 Biological Sciences IIL, Irvine, CA 92697-
2655 or email us at bbaliga@uci.edu

rtifice
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8 October 2008: Welcoming Reception | ;s------------ommmmomo ooy
5-7pm Womends Studi
300 Murray Krieger Hall
Irvine, CA 92692655
Phone: 948247968
Fax: 9498243885
Please visit our website at

http://www.hnet.uci.edu/womensstudies
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Upcoming

UCII'V iIle ’ WOMEN’S STUDIES

300 Murray Krieger Hall
Irvine, CA 92697-2655
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